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What is Shared Solar?

A large solar array that provides power for 

many “subscribers” who buy a portion of 

the energy produced. 

Anyone with an electric bill can participate.

Source: http://votesolar.org/campaigns/shared-solar/

http://votesolar.org/campaigns/shared-solar/


Why Solar? But first -- why solar?

• Saves $ – reduces electric bills

• Reliable – lasts for decades

• Cleaner – good for the planet

• Jobs – good for the economy



Highest electric rates in the continental US

Saves $ - CT needs relief!

Source:  http://www.eia.gov/electricity/monthly/epm_table_grapher.cfm?t=epmt_5_06_b

Solar reduces electric bills

 

 

http://www.eia.gov/electricity/monthly/epm_table_grapher.cfm?t=epmt_5_06_b


Saves $:  solar costs go down ... 

... installations up.



Oil and gas costs: unpredictable…

.. and go up over time.



CT loves rooftop solar

70% increase in 1 year!
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Source:  US Energy Information Administration Electricity Monthly Updates - Table 6.2.B

http://www.eia.gov/electricity/monthly/epm_table_grapher.cfm?t=epmt_6_02_b

http://www.eia.gov/electricity/monthly/epm_table_grapher.cfm?t=epmt_6_02_b


Good for our economy

2000 CT solar jobs, 250 more / year

“… last year the 

solar industry 

added jobs 10 

times faster than 

the rest of the 

economy… 

… the solar 

industry employs 

twice as many 

Americans as 

mining coal. .. ” 

-- President Obama,

August 24, 2015



Good for our planet …

.. reducing global warming.

Each CT home going solar 

benefits climate:

Not 

burning 

over 600 

gallons of 

oil per year 

or

Planting 

159

trees 

per    

year

or

Not 

driving 

14,800 

miles per  

year

Sources:  http://blog.energysage.com/health-environmental-benefits-of-solar-energy/

http://blog.energysage.com/what-is-the-environmental-impact-of-solar-energy/

http://blog.energysage.com/health-environmental-benefits-of-solar-energy/
http://blog.energysage.com/what-is-the-environmental-impact-of-solar-energy/


4 out of 5 residents can’t put 

solar on our roofs:

– shady roofs

– rent our homes

– live in apartments

Why do we need shared solar?



Lots of possibilities!

• Brownfields

• Open space

• Large commercial buildings

• Parking lots … and more!

Where can shared solar be located?



Example: Hancock, MA
 

 

Serves 100 residents and businesses, offsets 90% of ski resort use

Source: http://nexamp.com/projects/nexamp-peak

http://nexamp.com/projects/nexamp-peak


We all pay for solar

1/10 of 1 cent/kwh



But some of us get little benefit

Shared solar closes

the solar equity gap

0

500,000

1,000,000

1,500,000

2,000,000

2,500,000

3,000,000

3,500,000

4,000,000

4,500,000

Hartford Residents Pay Far More for 
Solar Than They Get 

Hartford residents paid over $4 million for renewables 2012-2015

Only $358,000 in subsidies for rooftop solar was spent in Hartford 2012-March 2016



Why don’t we have shared solar yet?



Why don’t we have shared solar yet?



Shared Solar Pilot …

Small:
• 2 MW in UI area

• 4 MW in Eversource area

DEEP:
• Issues RFP by January 1, 2016

• Selects projects

• Reports to Energy Committee January 1, 2018

… more a slow stumble than a start.



“Fix” is flawed

Public Act 16-116:  

delays pilot, utilities only buy power for 20 years  

• DEEP’s draft plan makes the pilot even worse:
• 3 to 12 big projects -- not community

• More delay -- ends July 2021!

• Low-mod income set aside – too small 

• No incentive to sign up “the 80%”

• Could be fuel cells or biomass instead of solar or wind

• CFE filed detailed comments

• Final plan:  July 1

Fix the Pilot – or pass full shared solar now!



Full statewide shared 

solar -- so EVERYONE 

can access clean 

energy.

Our goal:

We all contribute -- we should all benefit



How you can help - 1

Sign up!

http://www.ctenvironment.org/

http://www.ctenvironment.org/


How you can help - 2

Tell friends and 

family about 

shared solar.

If you want solar but 

can’t put it on your 

roof, or if you 

support shared 

solar, tell us! 

I want 

solar, 

please!

Shannon
203-787-0646 x122

slaun@ctenvironment.org

David
860-508-0107

ddesiderato@ctenvironment.org

mailto:slaun@ctenvironment.org
mailto:ddesiderato@ctenvironment.org


How you can help - 3

Tell state legislators and Governor Malloy 

you support full-scale shared solar

Ask them:  where do you stand?

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/menu/cgafindleg.asphttp://portal.ct.gov/governor/

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/menu/cgafindleg.asp
http://portal.ct.gov/governor/

