Connecticut & Climate Change – Fuel Type Rubric 1
Fuel Type
Ref
D.1
D.1.1

Checklist Item
Fuel Type
Is there a state
standard
requiring the
reduction of
greenhouse gas
emissions
through fuel
type? [PH.1.1,
PH.5.1]

Measurement Criteria
Mitigation Score:
2 – The state has implemented both an
Alternative Fuel Standard and a Low
Carbon Fuel Standard.
1 – The state has implemented either
an Alternative Fuel Standard or a Low
Carbon Fuel Standard.
0 – The state has not implanted any
standards requiring the reduction of
greenhouse gases through fuel type.
Equity Score: N/A
Public Health Score:

Comments
The goal of a Low Carbon Fuel Standardi is
for the state to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions from transportation fuels without
prescribing to manufacturers what the fuel
type should be. The whole life cycle of the
fuel, from production to use, is studied, and
measured in intensity. Alternative Fuel
Standardsii prescribe a switch in fuel type. It
requires a certain percentage of total
gasoline or diesel sold to be sourced from
alternative fuels like ethanol and biodiesel.

Points
Mitigation Score: 0/2
Equity Score: N/A
Public Health Score: 0/2
Connecticut has implemented neither a
Low Carbon Fuel Standard nor an
Alternative Fuel Standard.

Reducing the use of fossil fuels reduces
particulate matter pollution, smog, and
ozone formation which has important public
health benefits such as reductions in asthma
and other respiratory illnesses.iii [PH.1.1,
PH.5.1: improved air quality]

2—The state’s policies improve air
quality through both an Alternative
Fuel Standard and a Low Carbon Fuel
Standard.
1— The state’s policies somewhat
improve air quality through either an
Alternative Fuel Standard or a Low
Carbon Fuel Standard.

D.1.2

Do state funds
and incentive
programs exist to
promote and

0-- The state’s policies do not improve
air quality through an Alternative Fuel
Standard and a Low Carbon Fuel
Standard.
Mitigation Score:

Researching, developing, and implementing
alternative fuels can be costly and are a
major obstacle for states to decarbonize the
transportation sector. Strong funding and

Mitigation Score: 3/4
Equity Score: N/A
Public Health Score: 1/2
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implement
alternative fuels?
[PH.2.1, PH.5.1]

4 – The state has all four of the
funding and incentive programs listed
to the right.
3 – The state has three of the funding
and incentive programs listed to the
right.
2 – The state has two of the funding
and incentive programs listed to the
right.
1 – The state has one of the funding
and incentive programs listed to the
right.
0 – The state has zero of the four
alternative fuel financing,
development, and promotion programs
listed to the right.
Equity Score: N/A
Public Health Score
2—The state funds research for the
development of alternative fuels and
requires the use of alternative fuels for
states vehicles.
1-- The state either funds research for
the development of alternative fuels or
requires the use of alternative fuels for
states vehicles.

D.2

0-- The state does not fund research for
the development of alternative fuels or
require the use of alternative fuels for
states vehicles.
Electric Vehicle (EV) Infrastructure

incentive policies from a state to support the
use of alternative fuels include:
a. Funding for the research and
development of alternative fuelsiv
[PH.5.1: Supports community
health efforts]
b. Financial support for alternative
fuel infrastructure development for
more than one low carbon fuel typev
c. Requirements for alternative fuel
use for state vehiclesvi [PH.2.1]
d. An appropriately set gas tax to
encourage alternative fuel
investment.vii (While gas taxes have
often been set before any emissions
regulations plans, a high gas tax can
be a motive to encourage people to
invest in a car with alternative fuel)

Connecticut fulfills three of the four
elements that form strong incentives for
alternative fuels, except for alternative
fuels in state vehicles and the investment in
more than one low-carbon fuel type.
a. Connecticut sponsors grants for
biofuels research, such as
ethanol.viii
b. Connecticut primarily provides
financial support for the
development of electric vehicle
infrastructure. There are minimal
public stations currently available
for other alternative fuels.ix
c. Connecticut has established
minimum fleet percentages for
alternative fuel and zero-emission
vehiclesx and allows for a 10
percent contract bid price
preference for clean alternative
fuel vehicles.xi
d. Connecticut has the seventeenthcombined gas tax and fees in the
country.xii.
The use of alternative fuels, such as
ethanol, do not produce the negative health
effects associated with traditional fuel
types.xiii
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D.2.1

Are there state
policies that
invest in electric
vehicle
infrastructure
implementation
in a way that
encourages the
widespread
adoption of
electric vehicles?
[PH.1.1]

Mitigation Score:
5 – The state’s electric vehicle
infrastructure policies include all five
elements listed to the right.
4 – The state’s electric vehicle
infrastructure policies include four of
the five elements listed to the right.
3 – The state’s electric vehicle
infrastructure policies include three of
the five elements listed to the right.
2 – The state’s electric vehicle
infrastructure policies include two of
the five elements listed to the right.
1 – The state’s electric vehicle
infrastructure policies include one of
the five elements listed to the right.
0 – The state’s electric vehicle
infrastructure policies include none of
the elements listed to the right.

Equity Score: (see D.2.2 below)
Public Health Score:
2—The state’s policies encourage
investment in EV by incorporating all
elements listed to the right and
significantly reducing fossil fuel use.
1—The state’s policies encourage
investment in EV by incorporating
some elements listed to the right and
somewhat reducing fossil fuel use.

The adoption of electric vehicles can only
be possible if the infrastructure is there to
support those drivers. Research on this topic
has found that “availability of public
charging is generally linked with electric
vehicle uptake.”xiv In addition, investment in
EV infrastructure was found to be “three
times more effective [to encouraging EV
adoption] than subsidizing EV purchase.”xv
These findings indicate that strong statelevel policies surrounding the widespread
implementation of charging infrastructure
are critical. Five elements of successful
state policies around EV infrastructure
include:
a. There are state-level programs that
focus on installing EV
infrastructure as a way to
incentivize EV use.xvi
b. There is a plan to install EV
charging infrastructure in key
public sites to support moves to
widespread adoption.xvii
c. Public access infrastructure points
along roads, such as LED
streetlights and power poles, are
equipped with electric vehicle
charging capabilities.xviii
d. EV parking spots are designated in
public lots and fuel combustion
drivers are penalized if they park in
an EV-designated spot.xix
e. State electric utilities are allowed to
install EV charging stations.xx

Mitigation Score: 4/5
Equity Score: N/A
Public Health Score: 1/2
Connecticut only has two of the five
elements listed to the left: EV parking spot
designations and utility support to install
charging stations.
a. The CT DEEP CHEAPR program
has incentives to support EV
purchasesxxi and Connecticut has
established an EV Charging
incentive program though the
state’s electric distribution
companies.xxii
b. Public education around installing
EV charging stations has largely
focused on home and workplace
installation in buildings, and less
so around public spaces. Part of
the 2019 EV Roadmap for
Connecticut recommends using the
Transportation Climate Initiative
EV Corridor Analysis Tool to map
key spots for installing charging
stations.xxiii The statewide EV
charging program includes
destination charging criteria.
c. There are no plans or policies to
equip streetlights in Connecticut
with the capability to charge EVs
d. Connecticut has plug-in EV
parking requirements, listed out
in Public Act 19-161.xxiv
e. DEEP has partnered with
Eversource to fund and provide
grants for EV infrastructure
across the state.xxv
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D.2.2

Are there state
programs to
ensure that
electric vehicle
infrastructure is
designed and
implemented to
support equitable
use and access?
[EQ 2.1, 3.1]

0—The state’s policies do not
encourage investment in EV by failing
to incorporate any elements listed to
the right and have no effect on fossil
fuel use.
Mitigation Score: (see D.2.1 above)
Equity Score:
5 – The state’s electric vehicle
infrastructure policies include all five
elements listed to the right.
4 – The state’s electric vehicle
infrastructure policies include four of
the five elements listed to the right.
3 – The state’s electric vehicle
infrastructure policies include three of
the five elements listed to the right.
2 – The state’s electric vehicle
infrastructure policies include two of
the five elements listed to the right.
1 – The state’s electric vehicle
infrastructure policies include one of
the five elements listed to the right.
0 – The state’s electric vehicle
infrastructure policies include none of
the elements listed to the right.
Public Health Score: (see D.2.1
above)

Ensuring equitable access to EV charging
infrastructure is critical to the widespread,
equitable adoption of electric vehicles. Five
elements of successful programs and
policies that support this access include:
a. Any EV charging station
investments have a minimum
deployment requirement for the
infrastructure to be placed in lowincome communities.xxvi [EQ 3.1].
b. Locates EV charging stations in
publicly available and accessible
locations.xxvii [EQ 3.1].
c. Makes electricity free at public
recharge stationsxxviii. [EQ 2.1, 3.1].
d. The signage and education at
charging stations should be clear
and easy to understandxxix. [EQ 3.1].
e. Ensures that EV charging
equipment complies with the
Americans with Disabilities Actxxx.
[EQ 3.1].

Mitigation Score: N/A
Equity Score: 4/5
Public Health Score: N/A
Connecticut meets four of the five
elements listed to the left: electricity
payment and charging station signage.
a. As part of its statewide electric
vehicle charging program,
Connecticut has established
minimum deployment
requirements for EV charging
stations in underserved
communities and provides higher
incentives for EVSE installation in
underserved communities.xxxi
b. As part of its statewide electric
vehicle charging program, the
electric distribution companies are
required to provide hosting
capacity maps to inform the
placement and location of EV
charging stations.
c. Connecticut General Statute 1619ggg requires multiple payment
plans to be available for people
in order to make the electricity
accessible.xxxii
d. Connecticut has EV siting and
design guidelines for charging
stations that designates clear
signage.xxxiii
e. There are no federal standards for
ensuring that EV infrastructure
complies with the ADA. California
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Section D Mitigation Total
Section D Health Total
Section D Equity Total

was the first state to re-write their
code to do so.xxxiv Connecticut’s
statewide EV charging program
requires EVSE to demonstrate
compliance with the ADA.xxxv
7/11
~63.6%
2/6
~33.33%
4/5
~80%
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